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! On one of my walks in the downtown core, a man said to me: “No one cares about what happens to us. We 

are just the dregs of society.” As I listened to his story and his struggle to survive, I looked around the Downtown 

Eastside at the cars filing by with their gazing occupants, and wondered how many people in Vancouver actually 

shared this perspective.

! Shame most often defines the experience of poverty within our country despite the fact that poverty is one 

of the most commonly human experiences in this world, for there is often some prevailing injustice impeding the 

ability of the masses to live in a manner that is imbued with dignity. Most nation’s citizens are incapable of 

procuring the necessary wealth to sustain their physical and material livelihood, let alone attend to their emotional 

and psychological development through educational or social means. Often this is due to a lack of systematic 

infrastructure aimed to care for more than those who are deemed ‘most fit’ to survive, or the lack of an accountable 

political will to ‘evenly’ disperse accessible wealth to the collective whole.

! However, within our Canadian nation is a prevailing myth of self-sufficiency and of equal opportunity, and 

the myth that all are equally capable of achieving ‘success,’ which is usually defined by the wealth one is able to 

accumulate, the education one is able to acquire, and other outward signs of success that comes with wealth: 

housing, vehicles, investments, clothing, accumulated items, and a healthy body. When one is incapable of 

obtaining these objects of wealth, who is typically left to blame but the one with empty hands? Yet all too often, we 

forget that all systems bear their cracks, whether they are found on the national, social, familial, or personal level.

! Recently a Franciscan nun, Sr. Elizabeth, shared with me her inspiration for living amongst the urban poor 

and providing years of service, outreach, and advocacy for the underprivileged. Her incredible passion is rooted in 

the simple message that all are created in the image of God; as all human beings in this world are bearers of God, 

all should thus be regarded as incredibly valuable persons.

! Jesus Christ spent his time in the company of those who were deemed dregs and misfits, with those who 

were cast away from his society’s inner circles. But perhaps more importantly, it was these people in whom he 

found great friendships, for they were not only persons to minister but were his friends to embrace in love.

! Let us recall that regardless of our outward appearances or our ability to bear the signs of health and 

wealth, our integrity and value as human beings is rooted in the source of all life and love. Thanks be to God that 

our common human brokenness is embraced and finds its wholeness in the inclusively welcoming body of Christ.
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!!!!!!!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT - LOVE FOR LUMS

!MT. OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH

1700 MOUNTAIN HIGHWAY

NORTH VANCOUVER

!DATE:! TUESDAY DECEMBER 14, 2010

"TIME:! 7:30 P.M.

FEATURING:! SEA TO SKY WIND ENSEMBLE 

(formerly North Shore Concert Band)

!!Conductor:! Tak Maeda

      can openers

      or pull top lids

      proteins are favs

      so bragg chili con carne

      & tin raviolis are top of list preference items

      spam

      tuna

      and canned salmon are next favs

      stews & soups

      beans

      pastas like kraft dinner

      those chinese noodles to which you just add hot water

      canned veggies; corn, mixed veg

      canned fruit 

     fruit cups

      puddings

      canned milk

      small portions of coffee, yes even instant powder

      teas

      hot chocolate

      fruit juices

      cereals often we give away quaker oats again!just add water

      honey

      peanut butter

      these are some mainstays

      treats are also appreciated

      like chocolate bars

      thats a quick basics list

 Desirables for pantry goods donations:

LUMS Mailing: #71- 370 Jackson Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6A 3X1   Office Address: 360 Jackson Avenue

www.lums.ca    604-682-2362 
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Join us each fourth Saturday of the month 

for the LUMS Hot Meal 

with a service at 10am 

and a hot, sit down meal at 11am.

If your congregation would like to host a Hot Meal in 

2011, contact the LUMS office. See the website for 

more details.
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